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who was his friend agreed to attack Virata's kingdom
from different points and carry off as many of his
fine cattle as they could obtain. Duryodhan marched
into the north of the country while his friend attacked
the southern portion. Virata marched southward
in defence of his possessions, and the north of his
kingdom was left at the mercy of Duryodhan.
But Arjun flung aside his disguise and came to the
rescue as we are now to learn. The army of Duryo-
dhan, under the great leaders Drona and Kama,
swept over the kingdom of Virata like a swarm of
locusts over a field of standing corn, and drove off
sixty thousand head of cattle, the pick of the king's
famous herds. Thereupon the chief of the cowherds
mounted his chariot and drove at great speed to
the gates of the royal palace to make his complaint
to Prince Uttara, whom he urged to instant action.
The prince replied that he was both willing and able
to revenge his father and bring back the stolen
cattle, and that if only he had a new chariot-driver,
his own charioteer having lately perished in battle,
he would so acquit himself that every one would
declare that the famous archer Arjun had come to
the help of King Virata !

Arjun himself overheard the prince's boastful
speech, and begged Draupadi to tell the young
warrior that he would gladly drive his chariot, and
that he was quite capable of doing so as he had in
past years been the charioteer of the great Arjun,
and had been trained by that hero to drive the battle-
car. Draupadi took the first opportunity to report